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Red Angus Genetics 
that Improve Ranchers’ 

Bottom Lines
The largest concentration of daughters & 

sisters of the High Selling bulls from the 
R.A. Brown Ranch program east of 

the Mississippi River!

Semen Available on Most Sires
Annual Production Sale

First Saturday of November
Scan QR Code to join our Mailing List

4849584 
Legitimate

$21,833 $Profit (1%), $187 $Feeder (1%) 
14 CED to 125 YW Spread, .98 Marbling  (1%), 7% Fertility

Cedar Hill Farm • Registered Red Angus
Dan & Alicia Stickel • 1404 Kincheloe Road • Jane Lew, WV 26378

(304) 545-7677 • cedarhillredangus@frontier.com • www.cedarhillredangus.com

4641289
NextGen 

$28,769 $Profit 1%), $139 $Ranch (1%)  
Progeny and Service Available  

4641289
Ideal

$24,617 $Profit 1%), $102 $Ranch (3%) 
18 CED to 139 YW Spread - Amazing Black/Red AngusOutcross
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NAME

BUSINESS/RANCH NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE EMAIL

RECRUITED BY DO YOU NEED A REDBOOK?
YES NO

WVCA MEMBERSHIP TYPE
STATE DUES $40

STRATEGIC PARTNER (GOLD/SILVER/BRONZE) Contact us. 
STUDENT DUES (18 & UNDER) $10

WV CATTLEWOMEN $3

TOTAL AMT

NCBA MEMBERSHIP TYPE
1-100 HEAD $160
101-250 HEAD $300
251-500 HEAD $450
501-750 HEAD $650

TOTAL AMT

+

=
TOTAL ENCLOSED

Please make checks payable to: West Virginia Cattlemen’s Association

Return Payment to: WVCA • 62 Farm Bureau Road • Buckhannon, WV 26201

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

MEMBER BENEFITS

Regular Informative Newsletters

Market Updates and Promotional support

Representation in State/National Policy 
Discussions Access to Herd Health Tools such 
as IRM Redbook

Scan this code to join at  
wvcattlemen,org

I grew up around cattle. For me, it’s always been about the  
cattle and farming, and it probably always will be. I grew up in 4-H 

and FFA and knowing about Farm Bureau and the Cattlemen’s 
Association. As I’ve gotten older, I’ve decided to become more active 

and give back to the organizations that have given me so much.

Nathanael Mason WVCA vice president, Ritchie County

For all our upcoming special sales 
and market report, follow us on 

facebook or visit our website. 

sales every 
saturday

starting at 11am

jcrlm.com
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⃣  Region 1

⃣  Region 2

⃣  Region 3

⃣  Region 4

⃣  Region 5

⃣  Region 6

⃣  Region 7

⃣  Region 8

Region 1 Allison Tomlinson

Region 1 Ty Wickline

Region 2 Neil Bumgarner

Region 2 Open

Region 3 John Pitsenbarger

Region 3 Reese Tuckwiller

Region 4 Nathanael Mason (Vice President)

 Region 4 Eric Cunningham

Region 5 Derek Cumpston

Region 5 Jamie Kinsey (Secretary/Treasurer)

Region 6 Quill Ward

Region 6 Ivy Ward 

Region 7 Kim Getz

Region 7 Megan Webb (President)

Region 8 Gary Cogle

Region 8 Roy Milleson

WVDA Duane Bishoff

WVDA Jayme Garrett

WVU/Extension Bruce Loyd

Board of Directors

5 Positioned for Success
Megan J. Webb President, WV Cattlemen’s Association

6 Why You Can’t Miss CattleCon 2026 
Buck Wehrbein NCBA President

7 Become the Face of West Virginia Beef – WV 
Beef Queen Applications Open January '26!

8 West Virginia Cattlemen Tour Kentucky

10 Member Spotlight: Creed Ward

12 Southern Bull Test Committee Awards First 
Scholarship

14 Nominate Your Neighbor for 2026 
Environmental Stewardship Award

Cover photo taken  
by Todd Brown, Kentucky 
Cattlemen’s Association

J&L Rings & HaySaversJ&L Rings & HaySavers
Distributed  by    DHL, IncDHL, Inc

Loyal or Debbie Canfield  
2673 Leading Creek Rd • Montrose, WV 26283 

Leave us a message at (304) 636-7385



Winter 2025 • The Mountaineer Cattleman 5

The West Virginia Cattlemen’s Association 
board gathered for its quarterly meeting 
during the WV Farm Bureau Annual Meeting 
at Canaan Valley Resort, Nov. 7. It was a 
productive and energizing day, full of great 
discussion, shared ideas, and continued 
partnership with our friends at the WV Farm 
Bureau. We are deeply grateful for this 
connection and look forward to working 
together in the coming year to strengthen 
agriculture across West Virginia.

During the meeting, the board approved the 
Treasurer’s Report, which reflects positive 
financial movement and firm footing heading 
into 2026. All previous debts have been fully 
paid, and the association is positioned for 
continued organizational progress. Several 
committees are now active—including our 
newly established Newsletter Committee, 
created to help grow this publication, 
highlight member achievements and 
strengthen communication across our state’s 
cattle community. If you have a story to share 
or wish to be featured, please contact your 
regional board representative.

We also extend a big thank-you to the 35 
participants who joined us for the WVCA 
Bus Tour to Kentucky on Oct. 17–18. It 
was an outstanding opportunity to build 
connections, visit leading operations and 
learn from some of the best in the industry. 
Special appreciation goes to Farm Credit of 
the Virginias and Crystalyx for generously 
supporting this experience. Tours like this 
bring tremendous value to our members, and 
we look forward to continuing them.

Membership Milestone

The WVCA membership has now grown 
to 525 strong—surpassing our 2025 
goal of 500 by 5%. This is a tremendous 
accomplishment, and it reflects the 
dedication, engagement and pride of cattle 
producers across West Virginia. We also 
want to lift up and thank Kevin Shaffer, our 
executive director, for his excellent leadership 
throughout the year. Kevin’s steady 
guidance has strengthened our organization, 
supported member needs and helped WVCA 
continue its forward momentum.

Because of this growth, WVCA was 
recognized as the second-highest 
membership-growing cattlemen’s association 
in the Northeast region, earning $1,056 
back from NCBA for our efforts. This 
accomplishment shows what we can achieve 
when we work together—and we hope to 
continue building on this momentum.

If you know someone who would benefit 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Megan J. Webb
President, WV Cattlemen’s Association

from being part of WVCA, please encourage 
them to join or renew at www.wvcattlemen.
org/membership.

Spotlight Your Farm, Business or Ag 
Enterprise

This magazine is a wonderful way to 
showcase the people and operations that 
make West Virginia cattle country great. 
We encourage you to consider placing an 
ad, promoting your ag business, or sharing 
your county updates. The Mountaineer 
Cattlemen Media Kit can be found on our 
website under Publications: https://www.
wvcattlemen.org/publications.

We hope you’ll take a look and consider 
using this opportunity to highlight your 
operation.

Youth Programs—Investing in the Future 
of West Virginia Agriculture

The WV Beef Queen applications open 
in January, and counties are encouraged 
to engage young women and promote 
participation. The WVCA is proud of the 
incredible young people who participate 
in our statewide programs. We continue 
to strongly support the West Virginia Beef 
Queen Program, which builds leadership, 
confidence and communication skills in 
young women. 

We are equally proud of the youth, 
who compete in the WVCA Quiz Bowl, 
demonstrating teamwork, knowledge and 
enthusiasm for the beef industry.

Our goal is to help young individuals grow, 
gain valuable experience, build strong 
networks and discover opportunities in 
agriculture in West Virginia. These youth 
represent the future of our industry, and 
we remain committed to supporting and 
celebrating their achievements.

Upcoming Opportunities & Events

We are excited that the 2026 National 
Cattlemen’s Convention & Cattle Industry 
Tradeshow will be close to home in 
Nashville, TN (Feb. 3–5). The WVCA is 
excited to support Nathaneal Mason, WVCA 
vice president, as he attends this year’s 

From the President's Desk

Positioned for Success
national convention in representation of 
the WVCA. With the event being held in 
Nashville, it is an excellent opportunity 
for our members to participate in top-tier 
educational sessions, industry discussions, 
and the nation’s largest cattle trade show. 
Visit https://convention.ncba.org/ to learn 
more!

WV Beef Expo – April 2026

Your board looks forward to meeting 
members and visiting with cattle raisers at 
our Expo booth.

WV State Fair, Performance 
Steer Carcass Contest                                                                                
The board discussed sponsoring this 
growing contest at the WV State Fair. This is 
an exciting program that encourages youth 
education and showcases quality beef 
production. We look forward to seeing its 
continued success.

A Year of Positive Progress

This has been a strong year for WVCA. We 
regained our 501(c)(3) status, expanded 
membership, provided meaningful 
educational opportunities, strengthened 
youth programs and created new pathways 
to engage members. Every achievement 
reflects the collective commitment of 
producers, partners and supporters across 
our great state. It is truly a great time to be a 
cattleman in West Virginia.

As we enter the holiday season, we hope 
each of you finds time to enjoy family, 
fellowship and the blessings of rural life. 
From your WVCA board, we wish you a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
filled with good health, strong markets and 
continued success.

We look forward to gathering again at our 
next board meeting on Feb. 11, 2026. As 
we prepare for a new leadership cycle 
beginning April 2026, we will be seeking 
nominations for several board positions. 
Please share any recommendations with 
your regional board representative.

Thank you for your dedication to the West 
Virginia Cattlemen’s Association—and for all 
you do to support and strengthen the beef 
industry in our state.

From bus tours to boardrooms – the WVCA 
delivers a banner year of growth thanks to 
the members! 
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Why You Can’t Miss CattleCon 2026 
Buck Wehrbein NCBA President

As 2025 winds down, I hope you 
find time to slow down and enjoy the 
company of those who matter most. 
The holiday season is a chance to 
reconnect with family, honor cherished 
traditions and savor a great beef meal. 
It’s a meaningful time to reflect on the 
year, express gratitude and appreciate 
the many blessings in our lives. We’re 
fortunate to be part of an industry that 
not only feeds families but does so with 
the safest, highest quality product in the 
world. 

As I reflect on the year, it’s that 
statement, “safest, highest quality 
product” that I’m most proud of. I’ve 
been fortunate to meet many of you 
across the country and, if there’s one 
resounding commonality, it’s the effort 
each of you put into the cattle you 
raise and product you produce. It’s 
not an easy task and one that’s finally 
experiencing its due. Consumers want 
our product, period. It’s the result of 
decades of innovation and continuous 
improvement that got us to this point, but 
we all know this doesn’t mean we can 
take our foot off the gas. Continuing to 
improve and adapt is what will continue 
pushing us forward as an industry 
and focusing on producing the safest, 
highest quality beef in the world is the 
North Star. 

Constantly improving and adapting is 
also not a simple task, and it can be 
difficult to figure out where to go to get 
the information you need to make sound 
business decisions and meet the people 
who can serve as a sounding board for 
what’s next. To me, that’s why CattleCon 
is an event cattlemen and cattlewomen 
can’t miss. 

CattleCon is more than a convention. 
It’s a place where your voice matters. 
Whether you’re attending region, policy 
or Checkoff meetings, your participation 
helps guide the decisions that move our 
industry forward. This is your opportunity 
to be heard, to collaborate and to lead. 
These meetings are also where you’re 
likely to find producers who are most 
like you, whose priority is propelling the 
industry and their operations forward. 

Business meetings aren’t the only place 
to network, there’s plenty of opportunity 
for that at various sessions, receptions 
and evening events. Our general 
sessions will inspire, inform and spark 
meaningful conversations. You won’t 
want to miss the NCBA Town Hall, the 
D.C. Issues Update, or the CattleFax 
Outlook session. We’ll also celebrate 
excellence with the announcement 
of the 2026 Beef Quality Assurance 
award winners, the 2025 Environmental 
Stewardship Award Program National 
Winner, and recognize many deserving 
scholarship recipients. 

We’re also proud to offer Cattlemen’s 
College sessions and demonstrations as 
part of your registration this year. These 
are packed with insights from industry 
experts who understand the challenges 
you face and offer solutions to improve 
your bottom line. If you’re looking 
to sharpen your skills, expand your 
knowledge, or simply stay ahead of the 
curve, this is the place to do it. 

And of course, the NCBA Trade Show 
is a highlight. With more than seven 
acres of exhibits, it’s the largest in the 
business. Whether you’re looking for 
the latest equipment, exploring trending 

topics or reconnecting with friends, the 
NCBA Trade Show floor is where it all 
comes together. 

Let’s also not forget the next generation. 
From the Career Crawl in the NCBA 
Trade Show to welcoming members 
of 4-H, FFA and Block & Bridle, we’re 
investing in the future of agriculture. 
Watching young producers engage, 
learn and grow is one of the most 
rewarding parts of this event. 

The location of this year’s CattleCon 
can’t be beat; there’s something special 
about Nashville. Plus, we’ll be in the 
heart of downtown with fantastic music 
and unmistakable energy around every 
corner. From the moment you arrive, 
you’ll be surrounded by iconic landmarks 
just steps away: Lower Broadway, the 
Ryman Auditorium, the Country Music 
Hall of Fame and the Johnny Cash 
Museum, to name a few. But while the 
sights and sounds of Nashville are 
unforgettable, the real reason we’re 
gathering is to shape the future of the 
beef industry — together. 

So, why should you register for 
CattleCon 2026? Because it’s more than 
an event — it’s where we come together 
to learn, lead and celebrate the strength 
of our community. It’s where we build a 
better future for the beef cattle industry. 
There’s something for everyone, no 
matter the size of operation or region of 
the country.  

Join us in Nashville. Be part of the 
conversation. Be part of the progress. 
And most of all, enjoy the experience. 

Happy trails and Merry Christmas! I look 
forward to seeing you in Music City. 

Mary Jayne 
606.748.6307

ANNUAL PRODUCTION SALEANNUAL PRODUCTION SALE
03.19.202603.19.2026

Victoria 
606.748.5420

4619 Cherry Grove Road
Flemingsburg, KY 41041

www.cannonangusfarm.com

DRIVEN BY PURPOSE. DRIVEN BY PURPOSE. 
DEFINED BY PERFORMANCE. DEFINED BY PERFORMANCE. 

Casey Story 
606.209.5566
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West Virginia 
Beef Queen

Become the Face of West 
Virginia Beef – WV Beef Queen 
Applications Open January 
2026!
Are you passionate about West 
Virginia’s beef industry? Do you want 
to be an ambassador for one of our 
state’s most vital agricultural sectors? 
The West Virginia Beef Queen 
program is your opportunity to 
represent, educate and promote the 
beef industry across our beautiful 
state!
Applications for the 2026 WV Beef 
Queen open this January, with 
the contest taking place at the 
highly anticipated Annual WV Beef 
Expo Banquet in April 2026. This 
prestigious role is more than just a 
title—it’s a chance to make a real 
impact on the industry that sustains 
so many West Virginians.

Why Become the West Virginia  
Beef Queen?
The WV Beef Queen program 
plays a crucial role in building the 
beef industry’s future by promoting 

beef products and educating 
consumers—from young students 
to adults—about the benefits and 
importance of West Virginia beef. 
Our Beef Queen helps connect 
current agriculturalists and inspires 
the next generation of farmers, 
ranchers and beef enthusiasts.
Serving as the WV Beef Queen 
offers a remarkable experience full 
of travel, education and community 
involvement. The reigning queen, 
Emma Hitt, is already busy visiting 
middle and high schools statewide, 
attending fairs and festivals, and 
sharing her passion for beef and 
agriculture with thousands of West 
Virginians. Through these outreach 
efforts, she helps people understand 
where their food comes from and 
why supporting local beef producers 
is essential for our economy and 
heritage.
In addition to the enriching 
experience of representing our 
state’s beef industry, contestants 
and winners have access to 
valuable scholarship opportunities 

that support their educational and 
career goals. It’s a unique blend 
of leadership, public speaking and 
agricultural advocacy that builds 
skills and connections for life.
To promote the industry, we must 
show our industry. We encourage 
everyone to join us at the WV Beef 
Expo this April—come show up and 
show out for WV beef! Whether as a 
contestant or a supporter, be part of 
this exciting tradition that celebrates 
our state’s agricultural roots and 
bright future.
Applications are available as Word 
documents and will be posted on 
our Facebook page — West Virginia 
Beef Queen. Be sure to give us a 
follow for updates!
For questions or to request an 
application directly, contact Emily 
Yates at emilyyates5795@gmail.com.

Start planning now to apply 
for the 2026 WV Beef 
Queen—your chance to be 
the voice of West Virginia 
beef!

current  
WV Beef Queen 
Emma  
Hitt

previous  
WV Beef Queen 

Michelle 
Sampson 
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West Virginia Cattlemen Tour Kentucky
Katie Pratt Kentucky Cattlemen’s Association

After many years without an association-
led tour, 30 producer members of the 
West Virginia Cattlemen’s Association 
toured several cattle operations in 
Kentucky over two days in October.

The trip was the first of what many WVCA 
members hope returns to annual event. 
Prior to this trip, the association had not 
hosted a producer tour in at least 15 
years. Kevin Shaffer, executive director 
and the WVCA board decided to bring 
the trips back this year. Over the past 
year, association’s membership has 
grown and enthusiasm is returning. 

In Kentucky, WVCA members toured 
the Blue Grass Stockyards in Lexington, 
Robert L. Conley Livestock in Georgetown 
and Stone Gate Farms in Flemingsburg.

 “It’s pretty amazing to see the set up 
they have here,” said Kim Getz, WVCA 
board member and tour participant from 
Sherr said of the Blue Grass Stockyards 
in Lexington. “We don’t have anything this 
size back home.”

Ivy Ward, WVCA board member and trip 
participant from Peeltree, said she went 
on the trip to make new connections and 
network. 

“My grandparents went on these tours 
years ago, and it’s amazing the amount of 
people that they talk to because they met 
them on a cattlemen’s tour,” she said. “It’s 
cool for me to be able to be here in my 
20s and be able to do the same things 
that they did all those years ago.”

Getz went on the trip with his wife Becky. 
Prior to this trip, Becky Getz was the last 
executive director of the West Virginia 
Cattlemen’s Association to organize 
a producer trip for the association. 
Both said they are happy the tours are 
returning. 

“These trips are something a lot of 
cattlemen look forward to years ago,” Kim 
Getz said. “I’m happy they are doing it 
again.”

“It’s really about fellowship,” Becky Getz 
said. “It’s a way for producers to justify 
getting off the farm, seeing and learning 
new things, and meeting new people.” 

Farm Credit of the Virginias and Crystalyx 
sponsored the tour. 

EVERY LICK

Crystalyx® helps your herd stay 
on track with consistent intake, 
dependable nutrition, and 
supplements built to perform 
through every season.

DELIVERS
Scan to learn more at

Crystalyx.com
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Fig. 1 Penn State Forage Sampler
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An exciting new piece of technology 
caught the eye of West Virginia 
Cattlemen’s Association member, Creed 
Ward, at the 2023 NCBA convention. 
While going through the trade show, 
Ward was able to learn more about virtual 
fence options he could bring back to his 
operation. He found different companies 
offer different options from cellular 
coverage to base tower coverage. There 
are also options available for cattle, 
sheep and goats.

Like many other farmers, Creed was 
renting property which would soon be 
coming up for sale. The idea of virtual 
fence would allow him to run cattle on the 
property without investing in materials 
and time that would soon no longer be 
available. The virtual fence also opens 
the ability to do rotational grazing. For 
example, the virtual fence can be set up 
to replace moving polywire fence daily. 
Producers have the capability to draw the 
lines, virtual fence, on your mobile device. 

Ward decided to try his first set of collars 
in June 2025. Since then, he has found 
the cattle are easily trained and very well 
controlled. 

“There may be limiting factors for some, 
but this is a technology that works, and 
in our situation, it has proven to be very 
effective and easy to train the cattle,” 
Ward said.

Member Spotlight

Creed Ward
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www.ProFence.orgwww.ProFence.org
(800)433-6236(800)433-6236

Farmer FocusedFarmer Focused
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Southern Bull Test Committee Awards First Scholarship
The Southern Bull Test 
Committee awarded its first 
annual $1,000 scholarship 
to Ravenswood High School 
graduate, Jacob Ray Francis of 
Sandyville, West Virginia. Francis 
is attending college at The Ohio 
State University – Wooster to 
obtain a degree in agriculture. 
He is pictured showing his 
market steer at the 2025 
Jackson County Junior Fair.

This scholarship was made 
available under a cooperative 
agreement between the 
Southern Bull Test Committee 
and the West Virginia 
Association of Conservation 
Districts (WVACD) Foundation. 
Anyone interested in applying 
for the 2026 scholarship can 
download the application from 
the WVACD web page. The 
deadline to apply is March 1, 
2026. 

LET US WORK
FOR YOU!

ONLINE ONLY PROXIBID
FIREARMS AUCTIONS:

1/12/26   5/4/26
3/9/26    7/13/26

2026 CONSIGNMENT
AUCTION SCHEDULE
2/27/26        8/21/26
4/24/26        10/30/26
6/26/26        12/18/26

DEADLINE TO CONSIGN IS
ALWAYS THE FRIDAY BEFORE CMA EQUIPMENT &

AUCTION SERVICES LLC
304.997.4909

CMA EQUIPMENT & AUCTION SERVICES LLC

WWW.CMAEQUIPMENT.COM

Join us at CMA Equipment & Auction Services LLC in Weston, WV! 

We host bi-monthly consignment auctions featuring farm
equipment, heavy machinery, UTVs, tools, and more — and we
also keep a variety of farm supplies in stock, including various
feeders ready for immediate purchase. 

We welcome consignments each month and specialize in farm
and business liquidations, appraisals, and real estate services. 

Whether you're buying, selling, or needing on-site auction
support, our team is here to deliver professional, reliable service
every step of the way.

For more information, contact alea@cmaequipment.com.
Trucking available.

Corey Hinterer WV#2247
Alea Cook WV#2523

CONSIGN NOW! CONSIGN NOW! 
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31ST ANNUAL SALE
Monday • FEBRUARY 23RD

5:30 CST • Quality, KY

Selling
65 REGISTERED BULLS

50 REGISTERED FEMALES • 3-N-1’S
45 COMMERCIAL FEMALES • 3-N-1’S

Dr. David Woodall • 270-847-1010
Gary Woodall • 270-725-0819
Luke Woodall • 270-989-1138
Ian Woodall • 270-889-1045

WOODALLANGUS.COM    

WOODALL 464 888 COMR

COMMERCE x SKY HIGH

WOODALL 454 714 CRTS  

WOODALL 439 983 CONST

CRAFTSMAN x COMRADE

CONSTABLE x COMMONWEALTH

CED +13

BW +1.8

WW +87

YW +141

Milk +24

Marb +.93

RE +1.06

$M +85

$C +296

CED +13

BW -1.1

WW +81

YW +138

Milk +22

Marb +.23

RE +1.05

$M +95 

$C +274

CED +12

BW -1.4

WW +66

YW +121

Milk +38

Marb +1.15

RE +.39

$M +102 

$C +315

WOODALL LASS 271 793 NIA

NIAGARA x SIGNATURE.
SAFE TO MEAD NATIONAL X2843

CED +3

BW +1.7

WW +83

YW +152

Milk +31

Marb +.57

RE +.64

$M +84

$C +296



The Mountaineer Cattleman • Winter 202514

22nd Annual
GENETIC EXCELLENCEGENETIC EXCELLENCE

An g u s Bu l l sA l eAn g u s Bu l l sA l e

January 3, 2026 | Cookevi l le,  TN G E N E T I C E X C E L L E N C E . C O M

2 0 2 6  G E  B U L L S 2 0 2 6  G E  B U L L S 
S I R E D  B YS I R E D  B Y

M o n t a n a  J e t  1 2 7 1M o n t a n a  J e t  1 2 7 1
B e a r  M t n  N o r t h  S t a rB e a r  M t n  N o r t h  S t a r

P a r t i s o v e r  Tr a d i t i o n  2 4 1P a r t i s o v e r  Tr a d i t i o n  2 4 1
S t e r l i n g  P a c i f i c  9 0 4S t e r l i n g  P a c i f i c  9 0 4

B e a r  M t n  J u s t i f i e r  2 5 7 2 B e a r  M t n  J u s t i f i e r  2 5 7 2 
S q u a r e  B  Tr u e  N o r t h  8 0 5 2 S q u a r e  B  Tr u e  N o r t h  8 0 5 2 

A n d  M o r eA n d  M o r e

F e a t u r i n g
Flush Brothers, Maternal Brothers, and Half 
Brothers to these Bulls from our 2025 Sale

Request a catalog or find out more infomation at

IT ’S MORE THAN A NAME 
IT ’S A COMMITTMENT

HF Avalanche 309 of 460

Goddard Farms, Monadnock Ranch, Holt Farms

JBS Just Right 373HF Ringo 338 of 9509

JBS 8052 True North 340

Ridgeland FarmsZWT Ranch, Holt Farms

Mc Donald Farms

Nominate Your Neighbor for 2026  
Environmental Stewardship Award

CENTENNIAL, Colo. (Oct. 15, 
2025) – The National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association (NCBA) is 
accepting nominations for the 
2026 Environmental Stewardship 
Awards. Established in 1991, the 
Environmental Stewardship Award 
Program (ESAP) annually recognizes 
outstanding stewardship practices and 
conservation achievements of cattle 
producers across the country.

“Since its inception 35 years ago, this 
prestigious program has recognized 
235 cattle operations for their 
stewardship efforts,” said NCBA 
President Buck Wehrbein. “We look 
forward to finding the next deserving 
stewards and sharing their stories.”

Any individual, group or organization 
is eligible to nominate one individual 
or business raising or feeding cattle. 

While individuals and families may not 
nominate themselves, they should 
be involved in the preparation of 
the application. Past nominees are 
encouraged to resubmit applications; 
however, previous winners may not 
reapply.

Along with a typed application, one 
nomination letter and three letters 
of recommendation highlighting the 
nominee’s leadership in conservation 
are required. The application deadline 
is Feb. 16, 2026. Nominees do not 
have to be members of NCBA but 
should support the objectives of their 
state and national organization.

Award winners are selected by a 
committee of representatives from 
universities, cattle production, 
conservation organizations as well 
as federal and state agencies. For 

guidance, the judges consider the 
management of water, wildlife, 
vegetation, air, and soil along 
with leadership abilities and the 
sustainability of the business. Regional 
winners will be recognized at the cattle 
industry’s Summer Business Meeting 
in Denver, Colorado, in July 2026, and 
the national winner will be announced 
during CattleCon 2027 in Nashville, 
Tennessee, in February 2027.

The Environmental Stewardship Award 
Program is an initiative of the National 
Cattlemen’s Beef Association and 
the National Cattlemen’s Foundation 
and is made possible with generous 
support from USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS), Corteva 
Agriscience, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. For more information and to 
download the nomination packet, visit 
www.environmentalstewardship.org.

Prestigious Award Program Recognizes Stewardship Efforts of Cattle Producers
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CLASSIC FARMSCLASSIC FARMS
Thanks to all of our buyers and bidders from our fall sales! 

2026 Spring Sales
 Southern WV Bull Test - March 20th
Wardensville Bull Test - March 26th

PA Bull Test -  March 27th
WV Beef Expo - April  11th

Classic Farms Spring Fever Sale - April 25th

Watch for progeny out of these donors! 

CLAC Black Satin Cherokee UniqueJSUL Red Rosie JSUL Rosie Red
Contact us:

Chris, Kellee & Carter Brown
Tyler, Phoebe, & Wade  Brown

Visit us:
classicfarms.net

Fairmont WV



LOANS FOR:
• Cattle
• Land - no acreage limitations
• Facilities - construction and 

improvements
• Equipment
• Operating expenses
• And more!

Working with a lender who understands agriculture 
and the dynamic beef industry matters to you. Your 
operation matters to us. Give us a call today.

SUPPORT FOR
West Virginia Beef Producers

800.919.FARM (3276)
FarmCreditofVirginias.com

NMLS
#456965


